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City of St. Helena Fee/Rate Schedule 

This document is a summary of the development fees that might be required of a new or 

expanding business, or residential project in St. Helena.  These fees/rates include charges for 

the use of certain facilities and infrastructure, cover the costs of providing public utility and 

service facilities needed to serve property being developed and help the City pay the costs of 

providing preconstruction, construction, inspection and public safety services.   

Some fees/rates change on an annual basis while others are instituted at the City Council 

discretion (City Council Ordinance 2013-02).  Although the information provided here is as 

current and complete as possible, it is best to check with City staff to ensure there are no other 

financial requirements that your project may need to meet.    

All fees are payable to the City of St. Helena at 1480 Main Street, St. Helena, CA 94574.   

General City Fees  

Fee Title Fee Type 

Business License- Fees are variable depending on business type and structure 
 
                              -Contact 707-968-2750 with questions or for more information 

See Business 
License Fee 

Schedule 

Annual  

 Business License-Contractors $100 
+$1 State Fee 

Annual 

Planning Application Fees 

Application fees for planning and entitlement permits are collected at the time an application is 

submitted.  These fees are established by the City Council to more fully recover the cost of staff 

time spent reviewing and processing private development applications.  

Where there is no fee specified, or if additional or enhanced services are required, the fee shall 

be determined by the Planning and Community Improvement Director.  This determination will 

be based on the full cost recovery hourly rate for the staff involved as well as for any hard costs 

associated with outside agency fees, public notices, advertisements and postage.   

In addition to the fees shown, your project may require an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 

pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  These reports are fully funded by 



 

 
the applicant, managed by City staff and completed by a private professional consultant.  The 

developer is financially responsible for any mitigation measures identified as required by the 

EIR.    

Fee Title Fee Type 

 ABC Compliance letter  $ 300  Flat  

 Appeals - Minor  $ 1,000  Flat  

 Appeals - Major  $ 2,600  Flat  

 Administrative Determination  $ 1,500  Flat  

 Affordable Housing Agreement   $ 5,000  Flat  

   

Certificate of Compliance $1200.00  Flat 

 Code Enforcement  Hourly 

CEQA Documents:  

 -Negative Declaration (Actual Time @ Staff Hourly Rates w/Deposit)  $ 5,600 Deposit 

 -Mitigated Negative Declaration - in-house (Actual Time @ Staff Hourly Rates 
w/Deposit)  

$ 11,600 Deposit 

 -Mit Neg Dec consultant contract management (Actual Time @ Staff Hourly Rates 
w/Deposit)  

$ 3,200 Deposit 

 -EIR Consultant Contract Management (Actual Time @ Staff Hourly Rates 
w/Deposit)  

$ 9,000  Deposit  

   

 Demolition Permit  $ 1,700  Flat  

 Design Review:    

 -Residential <1,000 sq ft  $ 2,600  Flat  

 -Residential >1,000 sq ft  $ 3,700  Flat  

 -Commercial <5,000 sq ft  $ 4,000  Flat  

 -Commercial >5,000 sq ft  $ 9,000  Flat  

- Historic Structure  $ 5,000  Flat  

 Design Review Exemption  $ 1,000  Flat  

   

 Development Agreement  $ 13,500  Flat  

 General Plan Amendment / Map Change (Actual Time @ Staff Hourly Rates 
w/Deposit)  

$ 13,000  Deposit  

 General Plan Maintenance surcharge  -   

 Home Occupation Permit  $ 200  Flat  

 Home Occupation Expanded Permit  $ 250  Flat  

 Landscape Plan Review  $ 1,900  Flat  

 Lot Line Adjustment  $ 3,000  Flat  

 Lot Merger / Reversion to Acreage  $ 1,200 Flat 

 Mills Act  $ 1,400 Flat 

 Minor Subdivision   $ 6,300  Flat  

 Major Subdivision  $ 35,000  Flat  

 Pre-Application Review  $ 4,200 Flat 

 Planned Development Rezoning (Actual Time @ Staff Hourly Rates w/Deposit)  $ 8,200 Deposit 



 

 
 Property Profile Letter   $ 450 Flat 

 Public Hearing Noticing Fee - legal   $ 400 Flat 

 Public Hearing Noticing Fee - display  $ 400 Flat 

Public Hearing Mailing Label Preparation $ 200 Flat 

 Permit Condition Compliance Review  $ 800 Flat 

 Sign Permit  $ 1,000 Flat 

 Specific Plan (Actual Time @ Staff Hourly Rates w/Deposit)  $ 25,000 Deposit 

 Specific Plan Amendment   $ 4,100 Flat 

   

 Temporary Use Permit / Special Event  $ 1,700 Flat 

 Use Permit (Minor/Major)   $ 5,200 Flat 

 Use Permit Amendment  $ 2,900 Flat 

 Use Permit Extension of Time  $ 1,500 Flat 

   

 Variance  $ 4,500 Flat 

 Williamson Act Contract  $ 2,300 Flat 

 Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment  $ 9,000 Flat 

 Zoning Compliance letter  $ 150.00 Flat 

 Short Term Rental- Permit & Renewal  $ 1,075 Flat 

   
 Hourly Rates:     

 Planning Director (hourly rate)  $ 160 Flat 

 Senior Planner (hourly rate)  $ 150 Flat 

 Associate Planner (hourly rate)  $ 125 Flat 

 Administrative Secretary (hourly rate)  $ 100 Flat 

 Building Permit Technician (hourly rate)  $ 125 Flat 

 Standard (Blended) Planning Staff Rate (hourly rate)  $ 150 Flat 

Building Permit Fees 

Building Permit and plan check fees are established by City ordinance to cover the operating 

costs of the Building Division.  Where there is no fee specified, or if additional or enhanced 

services are required, the fee shall be determined by the Planning and Community 

Improvement Director.  This determination will be based on the full cost recovery hourly rate 

for the staff involved as well as for any hard costs associated with outside agency fees, public 

notices, advertisements and postage.  

Fee Title Fee 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS:  

Antennas - (each) $ 547 

Awnings / Shade Structures / Canopies - First 100 sf $ 476 

-Each additional 50 sf $ 197 

Balcony - First 100 sf $ 462 

-Each additional 50 sf $ 42 



 

 
Cave $ 1,349 

Cellular / Mobile Phone Tower - New - Each $ 844 

Cellular / Mobile Phone Tower - Addition/Alteration - Each $ 500 

Certificate of Occupancy - 

Change of Occupancy - 

Temporary Occupancy Permit - 

Construction Trailer (anchored) $ 567 

Deck - First 150 sf $ 529 

-Each additional 50 sf $ 130 

Demolition - Total $ 438 

Demolition - Partial / Exploratory Demolition $ 406 

Fence (wood, chain link, wrought iron, vinyl) - First 100 lf $ 398 

-Each additional 50 lf $ 51 

Flag pole >6 feet - Each $ 254 

Freestanding Wall (masonry):  

-Up to 6' - First 100 lf $ 621 

-Each additional 50 lf $ 199 

-Greater than 6' (engineered) - First 100 lf $ 823 

-Each additional 50 lf $ 223 

Fireplace / Pizza Oven / BBQ - Masonry - Each $ 398 

Foundation and/or Slab Repair - First 100 sf $ 465 

-Each additional 100 sf $ 85 

Greywater System $ 965 

Light Standards - Each $ 422 

Manufactured / Pre-fab Buildings (foundation and utility connections) $ 1,271 

Move House / Building $ 532 

Outdoor Kitchen $ 634 

Partition-commercial - First 100 lf $ 549 

-Each additional 50 lf $ 176 

Patio Cover - First 100 sf $ 530 

-Each additional 50 sf $ 76 

Patio Room - First 100 sf $ 928 

-Each additional 50 sf $ 190 

Pile Foundation – Each $ 639 

Remodel - Bathroom (plus MEP permits) $ 729 

Remodel - Kitchen (plus MEP permits) $ 822 

Repairs - Minor $ 372 

Repairs - Major $ 1,365 

Re-roofing - Residential - First 10 Squares $ 286 

Each additional 10 squares $ 94 

Re-roofing - Commercial - First 10 Squares $ 511 

Each additional 10 squares $ 129 

Roof structure replacement - Per 100 sf $ 614 

Retaining Wall - City Standard - First 100 lf $ 933 

Each additional 50 lf $ 335 

Retaining Wall w/Calcs - First 100 lf $ 933 



 

 
Each additional 50 lf $ 349 

Sauna - Each $ 554 

Siding / stucco / veneer - First 100 sf $ 504 

Each additional 100 sf $ 455 

Signs (plus electrical permits, if necessary):  

-Pole, Monument, and Wall or Roof Signs - Each $ 557 

Skylight  Each $ 440 

Solar:    

-Solar Water Heating Sys - roof mounted - Each System $ 654 

-Solar Water Heating Sys - ground mounted - Each System $ 794 

-Solar Photovoltaic Sys - Roof Mounted  Residential System up to 15kW  
----$15/kW after 15 kw 
 

$ 500 
 
 

-Solar PV - Commercial System - Up to 50kW 
---$7/kW between 51 & 250 kW 
---$5/kW 251 kW and above 

$1000 

-Each additional 150 sf $ 339 

Suspended Ceiling - First 100 sf $ 413 

-Each additional 100 sf $ 198 

Swimming Pool / Spa:  

Vinyl-lined / fiberglass - up to 800 sf $ 1,052 

-Each additional 100 sf $ 205 

Gunite/Shotcrete - up to 800 sf $ 1,196 

-Each additional 100 sf $ 209 

Swimming Pool/Spa remodel - up to 800 sf $ 1,768 

-Each additional 100 sf $ 185 

Tents  $ 477 

Water Tanks $ 948 

Window/Door replacement w/ structural modification - First 5 $ 444 

-Each additional window / door $ 158 

FEES WITHOUT COST CALCULATIONS   

Expedited Plan Check Fee [no cost analysis]  

Expired Permit Fee [at the discretion of the Director]  

MECHANICAL PERMITS:  

Heating and/or AC - Residential $ 125 

Heating and/or AC - Commercial $ 225 

Minor - Residential $ 373 

Major - Residential (see Remodel or TI Fee Schedule)  

Minor - Commercial / Non-Residential $ 555 

Major - Commercial / Non-Residential (see Remodel or TI Fee Schedule)  

PLUMBING PERMITS:  

Water Heater – Residential $ 75 

Water Heater – Commercial $ 175 

Minor - Residential $ 332 

Major - Residential (see Remodel or TI Fee Schedule)  

Minor - Commercial / Non-Residential $ 509 



 

 
Major - Commercial / Non-Residential (see Remodel or TI Fee Schedule)  

ELECTRICAL PERMITS:  

Service Change - Residential $ 125 

Service Change - Commercial $ 225 

Temp Power Pole - Residential $ 125 

Temp Power Pole - Commercial $ 225 

Minor - Residential $ 436 

Major - Residential (see Remodel or TI Fee Schedule)  

Minor - Commercial / Non-Residential $ 604 

Major - Commercial / Non-Residential (see Remodel or TI Fee Schedule)  

FIRE:  

Ansul - Commercial / Non-Residential $ 489 

Sprinklers - Residential System (up to 20 heads) $ 754 

Sprinklers - Commercial / Non-Residential System (up to 20 heads) $ 983 

Sprinklers - Additional Heads (each 10) $ 127 

Alarm System $ 765 

HOURLY RATES:  

Services Beyond Standard Fee (per the Director) (hourly rate)  

After Hours Inspection Fee (4 hours minimum) - per hour $ 154 

Records Research (first 1/2 hour) $ 77 

Each Additional 1/2 hour (or portion thereof) $ 64 

Supplemental Plan Check Fee (first 1/2 hour) $ 107 

Each Additional 1/2 hour (or portion thereof) $ 94 

Supplemental Inspection Fee (first 1/2 hour) $ 83 

Each Additional 1/2 hour (or portion thereof) $ 70 

Public Works Fees 

Fee Title Fee Type 

 Land Subdivisions    

 Tentative Parcel Map  $ 4,500 Flat 

 Final Parcel Map   $ 2,100 Flat 

 Tentative Tract Map   $ 7,800 Flat 

 Final Tract Map   $ 2,500 Flat 

 County Final Map Fee (in addition to all City fees)  Actual cost to be collected 

 Grading Permit - Plan Check (Up to 3 reviews)  $ 800 FLAT includes 3 
inspections 

 MAPS Hard Copy:  Print/Photocopy (color, up to D-size) (per print)  $ 25  

 Stand-Alone Sanitary Sewer Inspection  $ 225 Flat 

 Video Review of Existing Sewer Lateral  $ 200 Flat 

 Abandonment of R/W or Easement  $ 1,200 Flat 

 R/W or Easement acceptance review/approval  $ 1,200 Flat 

 Copy of Standard Specifications  $ 100  



 

 
 Permit Application/Review Process    

 Encroachment Permit Minor   $ 200 Flat 

 Encroachment Permit Major  $ 500 Flat 

 Outside Fire Service Agreement Fee  $ 2,500 Flat 

 Community Banner  $ 100 Flat 

 Driveway Approach Inspection  $ 100 Flat 

 Raw Water permits (each)  $ 50 Flat 

 Sidewalk Dining Approval  $ 1,000 Flat 

 Street Closure for Non-City Events  $ 500 Flat 

 Transportation Permit - Per Day  $ 50 Flat 

 Transportation Permit - 1 Week  $ 75 Flat 

 Transportation Permit - 1 year  $ 150 Flat 

 Tree Permit Application/Review/Approval  $ 75 Flat 

 Flood Certification Application/Review  $ 850 Flat 

 Stormwater Illicit Discharge Event and Re-Inspection  $ 700 Flat 

 Sidewalk Trip Hazard and Repair  $ 750 Flat 

 SEWER CONNECTION:    

 Application Fee (new connection, existing occupancy)  $ 900 Flat 

 Connection Fee (inspection) - New Occupancy  $ 400 Flat 

 Connection Fee (inspection) - Existing Occupancy  $ 400 Flat 

 [Impact and State Fees are additional]   Flat 

 Video Review of Existing Sewer Lateral  $ 950 Flat 

 Annexation Process  $ 2,000 Flat 

 WATER MISC:    

 Well Permit Application/Review Process  $ 650 Flat 

 Leak detection request    

 WATER METER INSTALLATION :  Meter Cost at current rate + staff time 
to install 

 Meter Set Fee (Staff time only)  $ 150 Flat 

 First backflow test for meter set if necessary  $ 150 Flat 

 Additional Backflow Test (each)  $ 150 Flat 

 Fire Service Residential:    

 Inspection by City Staff (includes first backflow test)  $ 150 Flat 

 Additional Backflow Test (each)  $ 150 Flat 

 Commercial Water Supply:    

 Inspection by City Staff (includes first backflow test)  $ 150 Flat 

 Additional Backflow Test (each)  $ 150 Flat 

 Fire Service Commercial:    

 Inspection by City Staff (includes first backflow test)  $ 150 Flat 

 Additional Backflow Test (each)  $ 150 Flat 

 Staff Billable Hourly Rates:    

 Public Works Director / City Eng. (per hour)  $ 225 Hourly 

 Assistant PW Director / City Eng. (per hour)  $ 185 Hourly 

 Associate Engineer (per hour)  $ 125 Hourly 

 Management Analyst (per hour)  $ 150 Hourly 

 Administrative Assistant (per hour)  $ 75 Hourly 



 

 

Development Impact Fees 

Below is information on the various impact fees required to pay for infrastructure or services 
needed to serve new development.  Development projects are typically subject to more than 
one impact fee.  Payment of Development Impact Fees is due at the time of building permit 
issuance.    

Due to the increases in construction, developing and designing costs of the infrastructure 
serving the projects financing the impact fee assessment, such fees shall be automatically 
adjusts annually.  The adjustment formula shall be based on the increase (if any), in the 
Engineering News Record US20 Cities average construction cost index for the June proceeding 
the increase and the June of the prior year.  The date of said adjustment shall be July 1 of each 
calendar year.   

Fee Title – updated each July1st based on CCI Fee Per 

 Public Safety Impact Fee – All Development Types $ 1.13 Square Foot 

 Civic Improvement Fee – New Construction, Additions, Occupancy 
Changes  

$ 2.11 Square Foot 

 Park Impact Fees - New Construction, Additions, Occupancy Changes   

-Single Family Residential $ 7.76 Square Foot 

-Multi-Family Residential $ 13.19 Square Foot 

Water Impact Fees-New Construction, Additions, Occupancy Changes  

-Single Family Residential $ 1.73 Square Foot 

-Multi-Family Residential  $ 1.39 Square Foot 

-Office $ 1.77 Square Foot 

-Industrial $ 2.35 Square Foot 

-Commercial/Retail $ 3.42 Square Foot 

-Lodging $ 3.45 Square Foot 

Sewer Impact Fees-New Construction, Additions, Occupancy Changes   

-Single Family Residential $ 0.49 Square Foot 

-Multi-Family Residential  $ 0.71 Square Foot 

-Office $ 0.48 Square Foot 

-Industrial $ 0.64 Square Foot 

-Commercial/Retail $ 0.95 Square Foot 

-Lodging $ 0.94 Square Foot 

Storm Drainage Impact Fees-New Construction, Additions, Occupancy 
Changes 

  

-Single Family Residential $ 0.79 Square Foot 

-Multi-Family Residential  $ 0.75 Square Foot 

-Office $ 1.79 Square Foot 

-Industrial $ 1.79 Square Foot 

-Commercial/Retail $ 1.79 Square Foot 

-Lodging $ 1.39 Square Foot 

Traffic Impact Fees-New Construction, Additions, Occupancy Changes   

-Single Family Residential $ 2.10 Square Foot 

-Multi-Family Residential  $ 2.56 Square Foot 



 

 
-Office $ 5.81 Square Foot 

-Industrial $ 3.68 Square Foot 

-Commercial/Retail $ 22.63 Square Foot 

-Lodging $ 8.64 Square Foot 

Housing Impact Fees-New Construction, Additions, Occupancy 
Changes 

  

-Single Family Residential % 2.5 Construction Cost 

-Multi-Family Residential  % 2.5 Construction Cost 

-Office $ 4.11 Square Foot 

-Industrial/Winery $ 1.26 Square Foot 

-Commercial/Retail $ 5.21 Square Foot 

-Lodging $ 3.80 Square Foot 

St. Helena Unified School District Impact Fees-New Construction, 
Additions, Occupancy Changes 

  

-Single Family Residential  (only applies for 500 square feet+) $ 3.20 Square Foot 

-Multi-Family Residential   (only applies for 500 square feet +) $ 3.20 Square Foot 

-Office  (only applies for 500 square feet +) $ 0.51 Square Foot 

-Industrial  (only applies for 500 square feet +) $ 0.51 Square Foot 

-Commercial/Retail  (only applies for 500 square feet +) $ 0.51 Square Foot 

-Lodging  ( only applies for 500 square feet +) $ 0.51 Square Foot 

 

WATER USAGE RATES 

Fee Title Fee Per 

Monthly Fixed Service Rates   

-5/8" Meter $27.52 Monthly 

-3/4” Meter $27.52 Monthly 

-1” Meter $63.80 Monthly 

-1 ½” Meter $124.12 Monthly 

-2” Meter $196.50 Monthly 

-3” Meter $365.51 Monthly 

-4” Meter $607.01 Monthly 

-6” Meter $1210.18 Monthly 

-8” Meter $1935.52 Monthly 

Residential Water Usage Rates ($/Unit) *1 Unit = 100 Cubic Feet   

-Tier 1 = 0-14 units $4.48 Unit 

-Tier 2 = 15+ units $6.74 Unit 

Multi-Family Residential Water Usage Rates ($/Unit)  *1 Unit – 100 
Cubic Feet 

  

-Tier 1 = 0-5 units $4.48 Unit 

-Tier 2 = 6+ units $6.74 Unit 

Non-Residential Water Usage Rates ($/Unit) *1 Unit = 100 Cubic Feet   

5/8” , 3/4” & 1” Meters   

-Tier 1 = 0-36 units $4.48 Unit 

-Tier 2 = 37+ units $6.74 Unit 



 

 
1 ½” Meters   

-Tier 1 = 0-120 units $4.48 Unit 

-Tier 2 = 121+ units $6.74 Unit 

2” Meters   

-Tier 1 = 0-192 units $4.48 Unit 

-Tier 2 = 193+ units $6.74 Unit 

3” Meters   

-Tier 1 = 0-360 units $4.48 Unit 

-Tier 2= 361+ units $6.74 Unit 

4” Meters   

-Tier 1 = 0-600 units $4.48 Unit 

-Tier 2 = 601+ units $6.74 Unit 

6” Meters   

-Tier 1 = 0-1250 units $4.48 Unit 

-Tier 2 = 1251+ units $6.74 Unit 

8” Meters   

-Tier 1 = 0-1920 units $4.48 Unit 

-Tier 2= 1921+ units $6.74 Unit 

Landscape Irrigation Rate ($unit)   

*Service must be for landscape irrigation of public space (park, school or residential common area) 

**Customer must implement water conservation best management practices, as determinded by the city 

***Customer must accept more stringent water use cutbacks during periods of water shortage, as determined by 
the City 

-All Usage $5.22 Unit 

 

WASTEWATER USAGE RATES 

Fee Title Fee Per 

Single Family Residential   

-Monthly Service Charge $47.35 Month 

-Usage Rate ($/Unit of Winter Water Use) $3.94 Unit 

Single family usage charge based on average winter water use, determined as average monthly usage for billing 
cycles with read dates from January through March. Months with zero usage are to be excluded from the 

averaging. Usage charge to be adjusted annually in April, based on the newest winter average. 

Multi-Family Residential and Non-Residential   

Monthly Service Charge   

-5/8” & ¾” Meter $42.12 Month 

-1” Meter $102.42 Month 

-1 ½” Meter $202.92 Month 

-2” Meter $323.53 Month 

-3” Meter $604.94 Month 

-4” Meter $1006.96 Month 

-5” Meter $2012.00 Month 

Usage Rates ($/Unit of water usage)   

-Multi-Family Residential $3.94 Unit 



 

 
-Car Wash $2.85 Unit 

-Schools $3.17 Unit 

-Laundry/Laundromat $3.34 Unit 

-Churches $3.64 Unit 

-City Buildings $3.64 Unit 

-Commercial (General) $3.64 Unit 

-Winery (Sutter Home) $4.27 Unit 

-Motels w/o Food $4.35 Unit 

-Service Stations/Auto Repair $4.70 Unit 

-Mixed Retail w/Food $6.79 Unit 

-Motels w/Food $8.75 Unit 

-Restaurant $11.68 Unit 

-Grocery $11.87 Unit 

-Mortuary $11.87 Unit 

-Winery (Merryvale) $20.94 Unit 

-Winery (Spottswoode) $20.94 Unit 

 

 


