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TODAY’S	  DATE:	  April	  29,	  2015	  
	  
RELEASE	  DATE:	  Immediate	  	  
	  
TITLE:	  **Effective	  Immediately**	  City	  of	  St.	  Helena	  Adopts	  New	  Mandatory	  Water	  Restrictions	  	  
	  
CONTACT:	  Steve	  Palmer,	  Director	  of	  Public	  Works	  City	  of	  St.	  Helena	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  spalmer@cityofsthelena.org	  or	  707.967.2792	  
	  
ST.	  HELENA,	  CA	  –	  On	  March	  17,	  2015	   the	  State	  Water	  Board	  expanded	   the	  emergency	  water	   conservation	  
regulations	  with	   new	   restrictions	   aimed	   at	   achieving	   a	   statewide	   reduction	   in	  water	   usage.	   In	   an	   effort	   to	  
support	   this	   statewide	   goal,	   the	   St.	   Helena	   City	   Council	   unanimously	   adopted	   new	   mandatory	   water	  
regulations	  on	  April	  28,	  2015.	  The	  new	  water	  conservation	  restrictions	  will	  be	  immediately	  implemented,	  and	  
violations	  may	  result	  in	  up	  to	  $500	  fine	  per	  day.	  	  
	  
Mayor	  Galbraith	  stated	  “In	  this	  unprecedented	  drought,	  it	  is	  up	  to	  each	  and	  every	  one	  of	  us	  to	  be	  mindful	  of	  
our	  water	  usage	  and	  conserve	  in	  every	  way	  that	  we	  can.	  	  I	  believe	  that	  these	  new	  restrictions	  are	  a	  few	  more	  
small	  steps	  we	  all	  can	  do	  to	  help	  meet	  the	  statewide	  reduction	  goal.”	  
	  
These	  new	  regulations	  are	   in	  addition	  to	  restrictions	  that	  were	  adopted	  by	  City	  Council	  earlier	  this	  year	  and	  
the	  City’s	  water	  restrictions	  now	  state:	  

• Water	   from	   irrigation	   should	   not	   flow	   into	   non-‐irrigated	   areas	   such	   as	   driveways,	   parking	   lots	   or	  
roadways	  	  	  

• Hoses	  should	  be	  fitted	  with	  shut-‐off	  nozzles	  when	  being	  used	  to	  wash	  a	  car	  or	  other	  vehicle	  	  
• Using	  water	  to	  clean	  driveways	  and	  sidewalks	  is	  prohibited	  
• Fountains	  or	  other	  decorative	  water	  features	  should	  only	  be	  used	  if	  they	  have	  a	  recirculating	  system	  
• *NEW*	  No	  outdoor	  watering	  within	  48	  hours	  of	  rain	  
• *NEW*	  Irrigation	  for	  landscaping	  is	  limited	  to	  two	  days	  per	  week	  	  
• *NEW*	  Drinking	  water	  will	  only	  be	  served	  upon	  request	  at	  eating	  and	  drinking	  establishments	  
• *NEW*	  To	  promote	  water	  conservation,	  hotels	  must	  notify	  guests	  they	  have	  the	  option	  to	  opt	  out	  of	  

having	  towels	  and	  linens	  laundered	  daily	  
	  
“Providing	  clean,	  safe	  and	  reliable	  water	  for	  our	  community	  is	  one	  of	  my	  top	  priorities	  and	  that	  also	  includes	  
helping	  our	  community	  understand	  the	  very	  real	  impacts	  of	  the	  drought.”	  responded	  City	  Manager	  Phillips.	  
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